RETIRED EMPLOYEES OF KERN COUNTY
GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING MINUTES

November 11, 2008

The meeting was called to order at 11:55 a.m. by President Jeanne Berkshire.  The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Walter Stewart, a moment of silence was held and our veterans were honored by receiving a ribbon to wear.  The meeting was started early to be able to discuss a change in our by-laws.  Secretary Ginger Mello explained the section of the by-laws regarding the members who could vote.  The Board voted to change the definition of voting member and the general members needed to vote on the change.  MOTION by Elinor Wells to change Article II, Section 6 – Voting Power to read:  “The voting power of the members of REOKC shall be limited to members as defined in Section 5 of this Article.  The voting power shall be equal and each member shall have one (1) vote.  The members shall vote in person.  Voting by proxy shall not be permitted.”, seconded by Harold Yingst and CARRIED.  Secretary Ginger Mello read the slate of Officers and Director’s, introduced all so the members would be able to know who they were voting for today, and there were no nominations from the floor.   Voting took place while waiting to eat lunch.  There were three new members in attendance at our meeting today.  After the vote counters finished eating, they were dismissed to count the votes.  1st Vice President Earlene Smith introduced Greg Sanders from CALM Foundation who spoke to us today on the Holiday Light Show.
BUSINESS MEETING:

TREASURER, Mary Lou Bennett gave the Treasurer’s Report for October 31, 2008.  The total REOKC membership as of October 31, 2008 was 3,948.

CRCEA – Ginger Mello, alternate delegate gave a short overview of the CRCEA Conference held in Contra Costa County in October.  The conference had several good speakers and topics.  President Jeanne Berkshire remarked that our conference was so good because we had SO many volunteers and we even had to turn down some people who wished to help.  

EYEGLASS – Since her October report, Helen Heath has not received any glasses or glass cases.

SUNSHINE – Josie De La Torre reported she sent out 5 Get Well Cards and 3 Sympathy Cards.  President Jeanne Berkshire wished member Don Hoffman a Happy 80th Birthday today and the rest of the November birthdays.
HOST/HOSTESS PROGRAM – Mary Lou Bennett reported for the month of October there were 35 volunteers who worked 106 hours and assisted 1,588 visitors to the County Administration Building.  The total visitors assisted since 1992 through October 2008 is 266,622.

NEWSLETTER – Mary Lou Bennett reported that the TREND was out on time and if anyone didn’t receive it, they should contact her with either their e-mail address or snail mail address.

ANNOUNCEMENTS – President Jeanne Berkshire reported a member had stated if you are over the age of 55 you can receive a Senior Discount on The Bakersfield Californian.  Jeanne reminded everybody that the luncheon will be held at Norris Road Veterans Hall – NOT at the Fairgrounds.  PARKING is going to be a big problem for our December Christmas luncheon and Jeanne asked if it is at all possible to please car pool.  Jeanne also told everybody to look at the handicap ramp located at the west side of the building.  REOKC sent a letter requesting a new handicap ramp for the safety of our members and other people using the building.

OLD BUSINESS:  None

NEW BUSINESS:

ANNOUNCEMENT OF NEW DIRECTORS – After the votes had been counted it was announced that all Officers were reelected and Ginger Carpenter was reelected to the Board along with Alan Annis being elected for his first term.  CONGRATULATIONS to all of you.

The attendance prize was won by Kathy Ponec-Ervin.  For the drawing, there were 2 cups of $10.00 and 66 cups of $5.00 given away.  After the distribution of prizes, the meeting was adjourned at 1:35 p.m.

Respectfully submitted this 23rd day of November, 2008.

Ginger Mello, Secretary  
